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An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reserva- 
tions, Chapter  352,  Acts  of  1891. 

Section  i.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clarke,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Nathaniel 
S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shurtlefr,  George  H.  Tucker, 
Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  associates  and 
successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  The 
Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring, 
holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public,  under 
suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and  tracts  of 
land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and  privileges 
and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general  laws  as 
now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such  corpora- 
tions ;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant,  gift, 
devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate  such  as  it  may  deem 
worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but  not 
exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  property, 
both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to  support 
or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  exceeding  in 
the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation,  and 
all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to  the 
public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this  Com- 
monwealth is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired  and 
held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from  taxation 
for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation  shall  never 
make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property  or  income 
among  its  members. 

Sect.  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 
RESERVATIONS. 


^ARTICLE  I. 

OF  MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  or  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his  election, 
be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation.  Member- 
ship may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be  terminated 
by  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the  annual  meeting ; 
but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee  may  by  vote  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 


ARTICLE  II. 

OF  FOUNDERS,  LIFE  ASSOCIATES,  AND  CONTRIBUTORS. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from  whom 
the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to  the 
value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  during 
life  as  Life  Associates. 
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All  persons,  societies,  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 

ARTICLE  III. 

OF  MEETINGS. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or  town 
in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any  meet- 
ing from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been  finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing 
Committee  shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in 
lieu  of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Stand- 
ing Committee,  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum  at  a 
special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon  as 
a  quorum  is  present ;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows  :  — 

First. —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  President, 
and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second. —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year  end- 
ing with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third. —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  previous  31st  of 
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December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  corporation  at  that 
date. 

Fourth. —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth. —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  appointed 
during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth. —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed  changes 
in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon,  as  provided  in 
Article  VII. 

Seventh. —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any  nom- 
inations to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth. —  An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  i. 

Ninth. —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth. —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  committee 
to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

OF  OFFICERS. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-qfficiis  members  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers  and  the 
Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or  at  a  meeting  in 
lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ;  and  they  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are  duly  chosen 
and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring  in  any  of 
the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular  meeting  or 
at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  before  such 
regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corporation. 
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If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-President  is 
also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote  of  the 
members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and  shall  have 
all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Standing 
Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members  thereof. 
He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corporation  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  correspondence  is  of 
importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent  and  the  original 
letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  records  to  his  successor 
in  office.  He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of  all  meetings  of  the 
corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee,  with  the  names  of 
the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all  reports  of  committees 
which  may  be  accepted  by  either  body,  unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements ;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful accounts  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  con- 
nected with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make  no 
investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval  of  a 
majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer  or 
committee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act  for  it 
in  these  matters. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his  report  is  approved,  he  shall 
present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

OF  THE  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  members. 

The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nominate 
new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  investments 
or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve  or  disap- 
prove all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub-committees 
of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents,  may  engage 
whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  cor- 
poration, may  designate  such  agents  and  employees  by  such  titles 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general,  may  exercise  all  the 
executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

OF  THE  SEAL. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corporation,  the 
year  of  its  organization,  the  word  "  Massachusetts,"  and  the  figure 
of  a  pine-tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be  embossed  on 
paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

OF  AMENDMENTS. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special  meet- 
ing called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended,  altered, 
or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  and  vot- 
ing, provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall  have  been 
given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 


NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submit  herewith  their  Ninth  Annual  Report. 

The  gift  of  the  year  is  Monument  Mountain,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  of  the  Berkshire  Hills.  It  is  situated  in  the 
valley  of  the  Housatonic  River  and  the  town  line  between 
Stockbridge  and  Great  Barrington  passes  over  the  mountain. 
From  both  these  towns  it  is  a  prominent  and  picturesque 
feature  of  the  landscape,  and  the  views  from  it  are  among  the 
most  beautiful  in  these  far-famed  hills.  The  two  main  roads 
between  Great  Barrington  and  Stockbridge  pass  either  side 
of  the  mountain,  which  on  its  eastern  and  western  sides  rises 
abruptly  to  the  summit,  1,710  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
From  the  south  the  ascent  is  more  gradual,  and  an  old  woods 
road  makes  it  possible  with  care  to  ride  or  drive  to  within  a 
few  rods  of  the  top.  On  the  eastern  side  and  to  the  north 
are  noble  ledges ;  and  at  the  foot  of  the  most  precipitous  is  a 
cairn  which  perpetuates  the  legend  of  the  fatal  leap  of  an 
Indian  maiden,  and  is  said  to  have  given  the  mountain  its 
name.  The  less  precipitous  slopes  of  the  hill  are  largely 
clothed  with  a  growth  of  chestnut ;  and  in  the  cleared  spaces 
and  among  the  ledges  the  mountain  laurel  flourishes,  and  in 
its  season  blooms  luxuriantly.  It  is  in  June,  indeed,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  day  that  the  mountain  and  its  views  are  most 
beautiful.    The  gift  includes  about  two  hundred  and  sixty 
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acres  of  land,  including  a  small  farm  and  buildings  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  which  will  become  the  property  of  the 
public  at  the  end  of  a  life  lease.  The  particulars  of  the  gift 
are  stated  in  the  following  vote  passed  at  a  meeting  of  your 
committee :  — 

Whereas  a  tract  of  land  comprising  about  two  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  lying  in  the  town  of  Great  Barrington  and  in  the  heart  of  the 
Berkshire  Hills,  including  Monument  Mountain,  has,  in  fulfilment  of 
the  wishes  of  the  late  Rosalie  Butler  "  that  it  might  be  preserved  forever 
for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,"  been  presented  to  the  Trustees  of 
Public  Reservations  by  her  sister,  Helen  C.  Butler,  of  New  York  City, 
with  the  intention  and  with  the  understanding  that  it  shall  constitute  the 
"  Monument  Mountain  Reservation,"  and  be  cared  for  and  kept  open 
for  public  enjoyment  under  the  authority  conferred  upon  said  Trustees 
by  the  legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  has  ac- 
companied said  gift  by  a  suitable  endowment  of  money  for  such  care 
and  maintenance, 

Now  therefore,  in  Board  of  Standing  Committee  of  said  Trustees 
convened  this  twelfth  day  of  December,  1899,  it  is 

Voted,  That  said  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  hereby  accept  the 
deed  conveying  the  tract  of  land  above  mentioned,  and  the  endowment 
accompanying  the  same,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  and  pleasure, 
fully  recognizing  the  value  to  the  public  of  the  present  day  and  to  com- 
ing generations  of  that  portion  of  a  beautiful  region  which  has  become 
especially  noteworthy,  not  only  for  its  own  intrinsic  beauty,  but  on  ac- 
count of  its  associations  with  people  who  have  lived  in  its  vicinity  or 
who  have  visited  it  year  after  year. 

Voted,  That  the  Trustees,  as  the  representatives  of  the  whole  public, 
wish  to  have  their  thanks  for  these  gifts  made  a  matter  of  record,  and 
that  the  Secretary  is  instructed  to  send  to  Miss  Butler  an  attested  copy 
of  these  votes. 

Virginia  Wood,  the  first  acquisition  of  this  Board,  is  now  a 
part  of  the  Middlesex  Fells  Reservation  of  the  Metropolitan 
Park  System.  Although  your  Board  is  thus  relieved  of  the 
immediate  care  of  this  land,  your  committee  has  always  felt  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  keep  informed  as  to  its  treatment  and  de- 
velopment.   Virginia  Wood  is  largely  bounded  by  roads,  and 


is  in  its  character  unique,  so  that  its  individuality  is  not  lost 
by  being  included  in  the  larger  reservation.  Its  tree  growth 
consists  for  the  most  part  of  pines  of  splendid  size.  The 
Metropolitan  Commission  have  done  some  forestry  work  in 
the  Wood  this  year  with  the  view  of  preserving  the  young 
growth  of  seedling  pine  and  hemlock.  The  old  paths  have 
been  cleared,  and  a  goodly  number  of  fallen  trees  removed. 
One  of  the  early  beauties  of  Virginia  Wood  was  a  brook, 
the  outlet  of  Spot  Pond,  which  came  rushing  down  to  turn 
the  wheel  of  an  old  mill  which  once  stood  in  the  Wood.  The 
old  mill  has  gone,  but  the  old  dam  and  the  waterfall  remain. 
The  use  of  Spot  Pond  as  a  joint  water  supply  for  the  adjoin- 
ing towns  and  cities  had,  however,  caused  the  brook  to  be  dry 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  And  now  another  change 
has  come  ;  and  the  brook  is  again  to  run  full,  and  its  charm  to 
return.  Spot  Pond  is  being  transformed  into  the  great  eastern 
reservoir  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  System,  and  will  be  filled 
from  the  supply  of  that  system.  The  water-shed  of  the 
region  north  and  north-west  of  Spot  Pond  must  be  cared  for, 
and  is  to  be  turned  into  its  natural  channel,  the  old  brook, 
which  will  return  to  it  its  beauty  and  usefulness.  Just  above 
the  waterfall  a  rustic  bridge  has  been  built,  and  provides  a 
much-needed  connection  between  the  pathways  on  either  side. 
The  Superintendent  of  the  Fells  Reservation  has  noted  that 
with  protection  against  fire  and  hunter  there  has  been  a 
marked  and  interesting  increase  in  the  animal  life  in  Virginia 
Wood,  more  so  in  fact  than  in  any  other  section  of  the  Fells. 
Gray  and  red  squirrels,  flying  squirrels,  chipmunks,  and  rab- 
bits are  all  common  in  this  section  ;  and  it  is  also  a  favorite 
feeding-ground  for  partridges.  The  bronze  tablet,  giving  the 
particulars  of  the  gift  of  Virginia  Wrood,  has  not  yet  been 
set  up,  your  committee  feeling  that  it  was  wise  to  postpone 
its  permanent  location  until  the  work  of  the  two  Metropoli- 
tan Boards  in  the  Fells  is  more  advanced.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  Virginia  Wood  has  a  memorial  character, 
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being  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Fanny  Foster  Tudor  in  memory  of  her 
daughter,  whose  name  it  must  always  bear. 

Mount  Anne  Park  is  another  noble  gift  of  the  same  charac- 
ter. Its  fifty  acres  of  woods  and  ledges  will  always  recall  the 
name  of  the  young  naturalist,  Henry  Davis  Minot,  and  the 
sense  of  filial  duty  which  led  his  brothers  to  establish  this 
park  as  his  monument  in  fulfilment  of  an  expressed  desire  of 
their  father,  the  late  William  Minot.  Mount  Anne  is  the 
highest  point  in  Gloucester,  and  affords  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive views  on  the  North  Shore.  Your  committee  still  has 
in  mind  the  need  of  an  elevated  point  of  view  from  the  ledge 
at  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  which  is  somewhat  shut  in  by 
trees. 

The  gift  of  Goodwill  Park  in  Falmouth  was  an  expression 
of  the  good  feeling  of  the  late  Joseph  Story  Fay  toward  the 
people  of  the  town  in  which  he  made  his  summer  home  for  so 
many  years.  Its  seventy  acres  of  woods  and  paths  border 
upon  a  charming  pond,  and  the  people  of  the  neighborhood 
have  for  many  years  found  it  an  attractive  spot  for  a  day's 
excursion.  The  town  makes  an  annual  appropriation  suffi- 
cient to  provide  for  its  care.  The  local  water  company  has 
recently  built  its  pumping  station  on  lands  adjoining  the  park, 
and  have  built  an  excellent  roadway  from  the  main  road  to 
their  building.  An  extension  of  this  roadway  for  a  few  rods 
over  land  in  the  park  will  provide  an  additional  and  con- 
venient entrance.  The  water  company  has  given  a  cordial 
assent  to  this  arrangement,  and  the  road  will  be  built  as  soon 
as  the  weather  is  suitable.  Your  committee  feels  constrained 
to  repeat  what  it  said  in  its  last  report, —  that  it  would  be  wise 
for  the  town  of  Falmouth  to  acquire  the  remaining  portions 
of  the  banks  of  this  beautiful  pond  before  it  becomes  impos- 
sible or  impracticable.  As  has  been  said  by  an  English  en- 
thusiast on  the  preservation  of  beautiful  scenery,  procrastina- 
tion in  such  a  case  is  sure  to  bring  to  mind  the  fable  of  the 
books  of  the  Sibyl. 
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Governor  Hutchinson's  Field  on  Milton  Hill  was  the  gift  of 
public-spirited  citizens,  to  whom  the  public  owe  the  preserva- 
tion of  a  view  of  both  picturesque  and  historic  interest.  The 
details  of  the  gift  were  quite  fully  set  out  in  the  report  of  last 
year ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  record,  the  names  of  subscribers  to 
the  fund  therein  referred  to  is  printed  in  the  appendix  to  this 
report.  The  action  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  in 
securing  the  Neponset  Marshes  on  both  banks  of  the  Nepon- 
set  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  assures  forever  the  view  from  the 
Field  which  has  always  been  famous  from  the  days  when  it 
was  part  of  the  Colonial  Governor's  homestead.  At  the  time 
this  tract  of  ten  acres  was  acquired,  it  was  the  property  of 
several  different  owners,  and  was  divided  by  wire  fences. 
These  fences  have  been  removed,  and  the  post-holes  filled  up, 
the  fence  on  the  south-east  boundary  only  being  retained, 
though  rather  dilapidated,  as  a  boundary  mark.  A  part  of 
the  Adams  Street  front  was  marked  by  a  bank  wall  of  large 
field  stones,  the  remainder  by  a  wooden  fence  with  granite 
posts.  This  fence  has  been  removed,  and  is  being  replaced 
by  a  wall  as  nearly  as  possible  of  the  same  character  as  the 
old  one.  Some  of  "the  old  stone  posts  have  been  placed  as 
bounds  to  further  mark  the  outer  lines  where  there  seemed 
any  need  of  it.  The  row  of  elms  along  the  street  has  been 
trimmed, —  an  attention  much  needed  on  account  of  the  dead 
wood.  Protectors  have  been  put  on  all  these  trees.  One 
tree,  which  shows  indications  of  having  been  struck  by  light- 
ning, will  have  to  be  replaced.  Along  the  lower  end  of  the 
lot,  near  the  river,  a  good  many  dead  trees  were  standing. 
These,  and  some  of  the  dead  or  broken  branches,  have  been 
removed  ;  but  there  is  still  need  of  trimming,  as  a  good  many 
weedy  trees,  such  as  wild  cherries,  only  tend  to  deform  the 
better  growth,  which  includes  some  noteworthy  beeches,  and 
the  scraggy  undergrowth  gives  reason  to  fear  that  fire  might 
do  material  damage. 

Rocky  Narrows,  a  tract  of  twenty-one  acres  on  the  Charles 
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River  close  to  the  junction  of  the  town  lines  of  Sherburne, 
Dover,  and  Medfield,  was  the  gift  of  Augustus  Hemenway. 
It  includes  the  rocky  ledge  which  with  its  opposite  neighbor, 
on  land  of  the  Medfield  Insane  Asylum,  forms  the  "  Gates  of 
the  Charles,"  as  they  are  sometimes  called  by  canoeists,  to 
whom  they  are  best  known  ;  a  picturesque  meadow  called  the 
"  Dingle  Hole  "  ;  and  a  little  wood  upon  the  flat  below,  which 
is  often  used  as  a  camping  ground.  This  beautiful  spot  is  so 
far  from  travelled  roads  that  it  preserves  all  its  charm  of 
seclusion.  One  cannot  wish  that  it  were  more  accessible,  for 
much  of  its  attractiveness  lies  in  the  feeling  of  discovery 
which  is  felt  in  coming  upon  this  scene  in  exploring  these 
upper  reaches  of  the  winding  river. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  present  holdings  of  the 
Trustees :  — 

Acres. 


Virginia  Wood   20 

Goodwill  Park   70 

Rocky  Narrows   21 

Mount  Anne  Park   50 

Governor  Hutchinson's  Field   10 

Monument  Mountain  Reservation     .    .    .    .    .    .  260 

Total   431 


Your  committee  have  in  several  cases  been  offered  gifts  of 
houses  of  historic  interest  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  but 
so  far  have  not  seen  their  way  to  accept  such  gifts.  The 
principal  reason  governing  their  action  has  frequently  been 
stated ;  namely,  the  fact  that  this  corporation  has  no  fund 
with  which  to  defray  the  expenses  of  care  and  maintenance 
which  their  acceptance  would  bring  with  it.  This  is  es- 
pecially true  of  the  old  and  historic  houses  of  this  Common- 
wealth, which  are  generally  of  wood,  and,  if  still  in  their  original 
form,  are  often  in  a  precarious  condition  of  repair.  Another 
consideration  is  that  this  corporation  is  a  voluntary  associa- 
tion, and  can  hardly  be  expected  to  find  among  its  members 
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any  one  who  is  willing  and  able  to  give  the  attention  to  details 
which  such  property  demands.  With  lands  the  case  is  some- 
what different ;  for  the  care  required  is  relatively  slight,  and  it 
has  always  been  possible  to  find  suitable  members  for  a 
local  committee  to  manage  such  a  gift.  Even  in  the  case  of 
lands,  however,  some  expenditure  of  money  is  necessary,  and 
has  to  be  provided  for.  Your  committee  realize,  however, 
the  desirability  which  may  arise  of  preserving  important  his- 
toric buildings,  and  that  this  organization  might  be  the  best 
vehicle  for  carrying  out  such  an  object.  It  is  evident,  how- 
ever, from  what  has  been  said,  that  such  a  burden,  especially 
in  view  of  its  permanence,  cannot  be  undertaken  until  a  sub- 
stantial fund  is  provided  for  meeting  the  expenses  involved. 

The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  have  always  shown  an 
interest  in,  and  a  desire  to  help  on,  any  movement  in  the  direc- 
tion of  preserving  the  beauties  of  nature,  wherever  it  may 
manifest  itself.  Not  long  since  the  Board  expressed  by  vote 
and  action  its  hearty  approval  of  the  attempt  to  preserve  the 
Palisades  of  the  Hudson  River  from  further  destruction. 
Within  a  few  weeks  State  Commissions  in  New  Jersey  and 
New  York,  appointed  by  these  two  States  to  confer  together 
on  this  subject,  have  reported  to  their  respective  legislatures, 
and  have  submitted  bills  which,  if  they  become  laws,  will  ac- 
complish the  result  in  which  the  public  at  large  is  so  much 
interested.  In  our  own  State  your  committee  has  noted  with 
pleasure  the  general  movement  toward  the  preservation  of  the 
mountain-tops.  By  the  action  of  the  legislature  of  1 898  Grey- 
lock  Mountain  was  made  a  State  reservation,  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  commission  known  as  the  Greylock  Reservation 
Commission.  The  State  paid  for  the  acquisition  of  the  lands, 
and  the  county  assumed  the  cost  of  their  maintenance.  Fol- 
lowing this  example,  the  legislature  of  1 899  made  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purchase  of  Mount  Wachusett ;  and  the  county 
of  Worcester  assumed  the  cost  of  maintenance.  A  commis- 
sion of  three  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  reservation, 
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and  is  known  as  the  Wachusett  Mountain  State  Reservation 
Commission.  The  legislature  of  the  present  year  is  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  acquiring  Mount  Tom,  and  this  Board 
cannot  but  wish  that  similar  action  may  follow  in  this  case. 

Across  the  sea  in  England  the  "National  Trust  for  Places 
of  Historic  Interest  and  Natural  Beauty  "  is  busily  working 
upon  the  same  lines.  That  organization  has  always  referred 
most  kindly  to  this  corporation  as  the  model  upon  which  it 
was  formed,  and  has  done  us  the  honor  to  include  one  of  the 
members  of  this  Board  as  a  member  of  its  Provisional  Council. 
In  an  interesting  article  in  the  July  number  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century  on  the  "  Future  of  Open  Spaces,"  Miss  Octavia  Hill 
sums  up  the  present  results  of  the  work  of  the  "  National 
Trust  "  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  National  Trust  has  not  been  more  than  five  years  at 
work ;  but  we  have  made  a  most  practical  beginning,  which 
we  believe  will  gradually  develop.  We  are  much  encouraged 
by  the  deep  and  general  interest  in  our  scheme.  We  have 
received  from  one  lady  a  gift  of  a  beautiful  cliff  near  Barmouth. 
We  have  purchased  by  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  dona- 
tions a  headland  of  fourteen  acres  in  Cornwall,  commanding 
the  best  view  of  Tintagel,  and  are  appealing  now  for  help  to 
secure  a  wooded  hillside  in  Kent  with  a  splendid  view.  We 
have  bought  and  entirely  preserved  from  ruin  a  lovely  old 
clergy  house  in  a  fold  of  the  Sussex  Downs.  We  have  pur- 
chased a  piece  of  fen  land  to  preserve  plants,  moths,  and  birds 
peculiar  to  marsh  land.  Lastly,  we  have  received  a  gift  of  a 
spur  of  a  Kentish  hill  .commanding  a  lovely  view  over  the 
county.  This  was  given  in  memory  of  their  brother  by  a  lady 
and  gentleman  who  wished  to  make  this  a  memorial  of  him. 
Beautiful  it  is,  and  more  changeful  in  morning  glow  and 
evening  blue,  and  with  fair  sight  of  sunrise  and  sunset  from 
its  steep  slope,  than  any  stained-glass  window  ;  free  for  all  time 
to  the  step  of  every  comer,  a  bit  of  England  belonging  to  the 
English  in  a  very  especial  way." 
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The  movement  against  offensive  advertising  on  objects 
of  nature  steadily  grows  in  strength.  Whatever  the  law  of 
nuisance  may  be  to-day,  it  is  certain  that,  when  the  people  as 
a  whole  are  offended  or  shocked  at  a  public  exhibition  upon 
which  they  are  obliged  to  look,  the  law  will  find  a  way  to  sup- 
press it.  The  interested  opponents  to  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject have  contended  that,  so  long  as  an  advertisement  could 
not  be  shown  to  be  immoral  or  prejudicial  to  health,  they  had 
the  right  to  force  it  upon  the  attention  of  people,  even  in 
places  reserved  for  recreation.  No  doubt  many  legislators 
have  been  led  to  vote  against  legislation  to  regulate  advertis- 
ing in  the  neighborhood  of  parks  by  the  feeling  that  they  did 
not  wish  to  see  a  law  enacted  which  might  be  held  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional. In  this  connection  a  recent  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  affirming  the  right  to  establish 
on  aesthetic  grounds  the  height  of  buildings  in  Copley  Square, 
is  important.  The  court  says,  "  Many  things  which  a  century 
ago  were  luxuries  or  were  altogether  unknown  have  now  be- 
come necessaries."  So,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
many  things  that  were  not  nuisances  some  years  ago  are  now 
coming  to  be  looked  upon  as  such  ;  and  they  feel  that  this  or- 
ganization is  in  full  sympathy  with  those  who  are  laboring,  re- 
gardless of  temporary  defeat,  to  place  upon  our  statute  books 
a  law  which  will  at  least  regulate  a  practice  which,  if  left  alone, 
would  threaten  the  full  enjoyment  by  the  people  of  the  places 
which  have  been  set  apart  for  refuge  and  relief  from  the 
thought  of  toil  and  gain.  In  this  connection  this  Board  may 
feel  that  it  has  itself  accomplished  something  in  obtaining  an 
amendment  to  the  statute  relating  to  the  disfigurement  of  ob- 
jects by  the  posting  of  advertisements  or  otherwise.  The 
amended  statute  is  to  be  found  in  the  Acts  of  1898,  chapter 
500;  but,  as  it  may  not  be  readily  accessible  to  some,  its 
essential  portions  are  given  here. 

Section  i.  Whoever  paints  or  puts  upon,  or  in  any  manner  affixes 
to  any  fence,  structure,  pole,  rock,  or  other  object,  the  property  of  an- 
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other,  whether  within  or  without  the  limits  of  the  highway,  any  words, 
device,  trade-mark,  advertisement,  or  notice,  not  required  by  law  to  be 
posted  thereon,  without  first  obtaining  the  written  consent  of  the  owner 
or  tenant  of  such  property,  shall,  on  complaint  of  such  owner  or  his 
tenant,  or  any  municipal  or  public  officer,  be  punished  by  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  dollars. 

Sect.  2.  Any  word,  device,  trade-mark,  advertisement,  or  notice, 
painted,  put  up,  or  affixed  within  the  limits  of  a  highway  in  violation  of 
the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  a  public  nuisance,  and  may  be  forthwith  removed  or  obliterated  and 
abated  by  any  person. 

The  important  feature  of  the  amended  law  is  that  it  applies 
to  objects  in  the  highway,  and  the  written  consent  of  the 
owner  of  the  property  is  required.  It  also  gives  to  any  one 
interested  the  right  to  remove  an  advertisement  wrongfully 
posted. 

Philip  A.  Chase, 

Chairman. 
Charles  S.  Sargent. 
Henry  P.  Walcott. 
Nathaniel  T.  Kidder. 
Charles  S.  Rackemann. 
George  Wigglesworth, 

Treasurer. 

John  Woodbury, 

Secretary. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

[This  does  not  include  gifts  of  real  estate.] 


General  Fund : 

Edward  Wheelwright   #100.00 

Miss  Mary  S.  Walker   10.00 

J.  S.  Braman   10.00 

#120.00 

Monument  Mountain  Reservation : 

Miss  Helen  C.  Butler   #2,000.00 

Mottnt  Ann  Park : 

Henry  Russell  Shaw   #10.00 

John  C.  Ropes   50.00 

Moses  Williams   50.00 

J.  M.  Forbes   50.00 

N.  H.  Stone   25.00 

Jackson  &  Curtis   50.00 

S.  M.  Weld   50.00 

Herbert  Parker   50.00 

C.  F.  Forbes   25.00 

Mary  A.  Tappan   25.00 

Ellen  T.  Vaughan                                                       ....  50.00 

Charles  S.  Rackemann   i5-°o 

#450.00 

Governor  Hutchinson 's  Field : 

John  C.  Cobb   #250.00 

T.  K.  Lothrop,  Treasurer  for  Mrs.  Oliver  Peabody   500.00 

C.  S.  Rackemann   50.00 

Horatio  J.  Gilbert   100.00 

Mrs.  Rose  D.  Forbes   100.00 

N.  T.  Kidder   500.00 

Helen  L.  Jaques   100.00 

C.  L.  Jaques   100.00 

A.  L.  Hollingsworth   250.00 

Samuel  Gannett   100.00 

E.  P.  Whitney   250.00 

Carried  forward   #2,300.00 
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Brought  forward   $2,300.00 

J.  Henry  Brooks,  Agent   250.00 

J.  S.  Russell   250.00 

J.  Murray  Forbes   250.00 

W.  J.  Ladd   200.00 

H.  C.  Gallagher   100.00 

Wallace  L.  Pierce   100.00 

Joanna  Rotch   50.00 

Joseph  Brewer   250.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Forbes  k    ,  3,000.00 

N.  H.  Stone   50.00 

W.  E.  C.  Eustis   '  250.00 

Olivia  B.  James   50.00 

Col.  Henry  Lee  and  wife   100.00 

John  Talbot   50.00 

Miss  Catherine  W.  Faucon   10.00 

A  friend   100.00 

Miss  Amelia  H.  Jones   100.00 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Jones   100.00 

Unnamed   500.00 

Harriet  F.  Walcott  .    .    100.00 

E.  C.  Perkins  .   25.00 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Atkinson   15  00 

H.  A.  Lamb   100.00 

George  Wiggles  worth   1,000.00 

Miss  Harriett  Ware   25.00 

M.  V.  Pierce   25.00 

Edward  Brewer   250.00 

Miss  Brewer   100.00 

Mrs.  Edith  E.  Forbes   5,000.00 

Edward  W.  Forbes  .    4,000.00 

Miss  Edith  Forbes   2,500.00 

J..  Malcolm  Forbes   1,000.00 

W.  Cameron  Forbes   500.00 

Miss  C.  E.  Forbes   100.00 

John  M.  Forbes   2,000.00 

Ralph  E.  Forbes   500.00 

Nameless                                                                           .  100.00 

Mrs.  Louis  Cabot   100.00 

Mrs.  Griffith   100.00 

Miss  Marion  Russell   100.00 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Russell   100.00 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Cary   100.00 

Carried  forward   $25,900.00 
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Brought  forward   $25,900.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  O.  Apthorp   100.00 

Miss  C.  H.  Cabot   10.00 

Mrs.  Wood   25.00 

C.  H.  Whittier   25.00 

Miss  Hester  Cunningham   25.00 

$26,085.00 

George  R.  R.  Rivers   3,000.00 

Miss  Mary  Rivers                                                                    .  2,500.00 

$31,585.00 

Land  cost   $31,250.00 

Two  of  the  vendors   5,500.00 

Paid  in  cash   $25,750.00 


APPENDIX. 


THE  MODERN  HIGHWAYMAN. 
By  Arthur  R.  Kimball. 

[Reprinted  by  permission  from  The  Independent^ 

"  A  world  entirely  free  from  advertisements,"  says  Sir  E.  J. 
Poynter,  president  of  the  Royal  Academy,  "is  a  dream  too  en- 
chanting to  be  realized."  The  reference  to  advertisements  is  to 
those  disfiguring  and  often  hideous  placards,  as  well  as  signs 
painted  on  rocks  and  barns,  here  in  America,  had  the  speaker 
known  of  them,  which  vulgarize  many  of  the  most  beautiful  drives 
and  views  in  Great  Britain  and  America.  The  seizure  of  the  high- 
ways by  the  followers  of  this  "  vandal  industry,"  as  Mr.  E.  S.  Mar- 
tin has  called  it,  has  found  appropriate  designation  in  the  epithet 
"  modern  highwayman,"  given  to  them  by  Richardson  Evans,  the 
honorable  secretary  of  that  active  English  Society  for  Check- 
ing the  Abuses  of  Public  Advertising, —  a  formidable  name,  which 
has  been  shortened  for  every-day  use,  like  a  registered  cable  ad- 
dress, into  "  Scapa."  It  was  this  society  which  Sir  E.  J.  Poynter 
was  addressing,  a  society  of  which  he  is  only  one  of  many  distin- 
guished members. 

It  is  rather  curious,  something  Sir  E.  J.  Poynter,  P.R.A.,  cannot 
be  expected  to  guess,  that  to  find  the  one  spot  in  the  world  for  the 
realization  of  his  "  enchanting  dream  "  it  must  be  sought  on  an 
island  of  the  Pacific,  out  of  the  track  of  ordinary  travel,  in  a  place 
where  such  refinement  of  modern  civilization  is  least  to  be  ex- 
pected,—  in  Hawaii,  in  fact.  Says  Mrs.  Todd,  wife  of  the  Amherst 
professor  of  astronomy,  in  "  Corona  and  Coronet,"  her  book  de- 
scribing her  yachting  trip  across  the  Pacific  :  — 

"  Careless  guardians  of  highways  in  the  United  States  might 
well  take  to  heart  the  practical  lesson  from  Hawaii,  whose  intel- 
ligent as  well  as  aesthetic  appreciation  protects  and  enhances  every 
roadside  beauty.    The  district  about  Hilo  is  now  used  extensively 
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in  cultivating  coffee ;  but,  although  the  land  costs  only  $5  or  $6  an 
acre,  five  times  that  sum  is  used  in  clearing  it  for  plantations.  But 
no  settler  is  allowed  to  bring  his  fields  to  the  roadside.  A  border 
of  natural  growth  must  be  left,  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  wide  between  his  coffee  plants  and  the  highway.  He  may 
keep  four  hundred  feet  (along  the  road)  of  open  lawn  before  his 
house.  Otherwise  no  border  growths  must  be  cut,  and  I  hear  the 
prescribed  width  is  now  increased  by  one  hundred  feet. 

"  With  natural  loveliness  so  jealously  guarded  on  every  hand,  I 
could  but  remember  certain  drives  in  New  England,  once  fair  and 
beautiful,  now  reduced  to  scenes  of  painful  devastation,  where 
farmers,  in  temporary  lack  of  occupation,  might  have  been  seen 
cheerfully  mowing  banks  of  maiden-hair,  chopping  down  trees, 
blackberry  and  elder  bushes,  pulling  up  clematis  by  the  roots,  and 
setting  fire  to  the  pathetic  remnants.  Here  in  remote  Hawaii 
every  tree  and  shrub,  flower  and  vine,  is  watched  and  cared  for  ; 
and  a  total  dearth  of  advertising  signs  on  rocks  and  conspicuous 
places  is  enforced  by  law." 

Not  a  few  travellers  have  returned  from  another  charming  island 
of  the  sea  under  the  impression  that  it  can  claim  a  like  distinction 
to  Hawaii's.  It  is  now  almost  seventeen  years  since  Lady  Brassey, 
on  approaching  Bermuda  in  her  famous  yacht,  the  "  Sunbeam," 
thus  recorded  a  blot  on  her  first  impressions  :  — 

"  We  proceeded  on  our  way  to  Hamilton,  through  tortuous  pas- 
sages, between  tiny  islets  and  rocks  which  were  in  many  cases  dis- 
figured by  the  hideous  boards  of  enterprising  tradesmen,  stuck  up 
in  the  most  conspicuous  places,  apparently  with  the  deliberate  pur- 
pose of  spoiling  the  picturesqueness  of  the  landscape.  I  really 
think  that  the  Bermudian  House  of  Assembly  ought  to  pass  a 
unanimous  vote  of  censure  disapproving  such  acts  of  vandalism, 
followed  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  to  prevent  their  recurrence  in 
the  future." 

Bermuda  visitors  of  late  years,  noting  the  conspicuous  absence 
of  these  "  hideous  boards,"  or  of  any  obtrusive  advertisements  of 
the  kind  so  familiar  at  home,  have  carried  away  with  them  a  tradi- 
tion that,  acting  on  Lady  Brassey 's  hint,  a  law  was  actually  passed 
prohibiting  such  defacement.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  law  was 
unnecessary.    General  Russell  Hastings,  a  well-known  American, 
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now  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Bermuda,  is  authority  for  the  state- 
ment that  Lady  Brassey  exaggerated  the  extent  of  the  "  hoardings," 
as  the  English  would  say, —  naturally  enough,  since  she  had  been 
for  some  time  cruising  out  of  sight  of  that  sort  of  thing,  and  the 
shock  to  her  unaccustomed  eyes  was  thus  the  greater, —  as  the 
"  hideous  boards  "  were  confined  to  a  single  island.  That  island 
General  Hastings  himself  leased,  and  removed  the  eyesores.  The 
advertiser,  discovering  how  strong  was  public  feeling,  uneducated 
to  that  kind  of  advertising,  when  attention  was  once  called  to  his 
methods,  patriotically  or  prudently  abstained  from  invading  other 
islands  ;  and  thus  ended  the  offence, —  an  illustration  of  what  the 
general  community  sentiment  of  itself  could  do  to  suppress  the 
"  modern  highwayman,"  were  it  but  effectively  existent.  This 
island  aspect  of  the  subject  is  one  that  should  appeal  to  the 
militant  patriotism  of  every  American.  Already,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  our  flag,  and  apparently  as  a  part  of  our  civilization,  the 
invasion  of  the  defacing  advertisement  has  begun  in  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico,  where  the  natives  are  receiving  blackboard  instruc- 
tion, with  their  other  lessons  in  elementary  English,  as  to  whose 
tobacco  they  should  not  fail  to  chew. 

Here  in  America  we  are  but  just  awakening  to  the  aesthetic  de- 
mands of  community  life.  The  setting  aside  of  the  Yellowstone 
Park  as  a  national  charge,  the  preservation  of  Niagara  by  the  joint 
action  of  New  York  State  and  Canada,  and  the  proposed  preserva- 
tion of  the  Palisades,  either  by  national  purchase  or  by  the  joint 
action  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  are  significant 
and  cheering  signs  that  this  awakening  has  begun.  But  in  minor 
matters,  beyond  the  slow  spread  of  village  improvement  societies 
and  of  societies  to  beautify  parks  (as  in  Brooklyn),  and  the  spo- 
radic attempts  of  individuals  to  do  a  little  in  particular  neighbor- 
hoods as  chance  has  located  them,  public  callousness  to  general 
disfigurement  is  most  discouraging.  If  one  were  to  cite  a  con- 
spicuous example  of  what  individual  effort  can  do,  one  would 
instance  the  campaign  of  Dr.  G.  Alder  Blumer,  who,  while  superin- 
tendent of  the  State  Asylum  at  Utica,  N.Y.,  successfully  banished 
the  advertising  signs  bordering  the  road  from  Utica  to  his  summer 
home  at  Hart's  Hill.  Later  he  extended  his  campaign  from  Utica 
to  Yorkville,  and  bade  fair  to  make  Utica,  in  that  recognition  of 
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aesthetic  criticism,  the  most  noteworthy  city  in  America.  Unluckily 
for  Utica's  distinction,  Dr.  Blumer  has  changed  his  residence  ;  and 
the  signs  began  to  come  back,  so  he  states,  "  as  soon  as  my  back 
was  turned."  In  this  connection  it  is  but  just  to  state  that  the 
New  York  Central,  under  the  co-operating  public  spirit  of  Mr.  Van 
Etten,  the  general  superintendent,  and  of  Mr.  Daniel,  the  general 
passenger  agent,  has  set  an  example  to  all  other  railroads  by  refus- 
ing (for  more  than  ten  years)  the  use  of  buildings  or  property 
controlled  by  the  company  to  disfiguring  advertisers,  at  a  not  in- 
considerate cost  in  dollars  and  cents. 

Turning  to  England,  one  finds  what  is  as  yet  lacking  in  America, 
concerted  and  persistent  effort  represented  in  Scapa,  the  society 
alluded  to  at  the  outset,  for  the  redemption  of  the  landscape  from 
advertising  disfigurement.  It  is  now  something  over  six  years 
(November,  1893)  since  the  publication  of  the  first  issue  of  its 
official  journal,  A  Beautiful  World,  which  has  appeared  regularly 
since  that  time  at  intervals  of  about  a  year.  During  a  large  part 
of  this  period  progress  seemed  discouragingly  slow,  as  must  al- 
ways be  the  case  in  a  campaign  for  a  purely  aesthetic  reform.  But 
the  object  of  the  society,  announced  in  the  initial  issue  of  A  Beau- 
tiful World,  has  been  practical,  definite,  and  consistently  urged, — 
an  object  thus  stated  in  the  preamble  of  the  first  draft  of  the  pro- 
posed bill,  published  in  that  initial  issue :  "  Whereas  it  is  expedi- 
ent that  local  authorities  should  be  empowered  to  regulate  the 
exhibition  and  distribution  of  advertisements,  and  to  prevent  the 
disfigurement  of  country  places  and  towns."  That  statement  rec- 
ognizes the  fact  that  agitation  to  remove  obnoxious  advertisements 
entirely  must  fail  in  seeking  too  much,  as  a  reform  of  this  nature 
can  only  be  advanced  by  steps, —  first  short,  then  longer.  The 
minimum  step  is  to  put  the  responsibility  on  local  authorities.  A 
sense  of  that  responsibility  can  then  be  brought  home  by  local  and 
outside  pressure. 

Various  incidents  at  intervals  encouraged  the  active  spirits  of 
the  society.  It  is  more  than  three  years  now  since  the  London 
County  Council  secured  the  "  condemnation  of  some  monster 
hoardings  erected  for  advertising  purposes,"  and  obtained  "  ju- 
dicial confirmation  of  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  prohibition  of 
sky  signs."  A  little  later  came  the  incident  of  preventing  the 
desecration  of  the  well-known  Nelson  column  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
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London,  by  using  it  as  a  background  for  flashlight  advertisements. 
The  vestry  of  St-Martin's-in-the-Fields  obtained  from  the  govern- 
ment a  pledge  of  interference,  and  this  sufficed  to  stop  the 
outrage.  In  its  issue  of  1898  A  Beautiful  World  was  able  to 
announce  some  twenty  attempts  in  different  parts  of  Great  Britain 
to  check  advertising  abuses,  most  of  them  by  resort  to  curious 
expedients,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  desired  law  conferring 
power  upon  local  authorities. 

But  the  great  triumph  of  the  principle  of  local  regulation  was 
the  passage  by  Parliament  last  year  of  a  private  act  conferring 
upon  the  corporation  of  Edinburgh  the  desired  power  to  decide 
the  places  where  advertisements  may  be  permitted.  In  1896 
Edinburgh  applied  for  power  to  regulate  both  sky-signs  and  other 
advertisements,  but  received  only  the  first,  the  House  of  Commons 
committee  "  looking  upon  the  proposal  to  regulate  advertisements 
as  a  whim  which  could  not  pass  into  serious  legislation,"  —  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Hunter,  the  town  clerk  of  Edinburgh.  The  ar- 
guments used  on  the  second  appeal  to  Parliament  were :  that 
advertising  rivalry  was  "  a  growing  evil  threatening  to  destroy  the 
amenity  of  the  city  " ;  that  Edinburgh,  as  a  favorite  resort  for  visi- 
tors, was  peculiarly  liable  to  injury  from  damage  to  its  beauty  and 
attractiveness ;  that  "  the  citizens  unanimously  called  for  protec- 
tion," and  that  such  protection  was  the  right  of  a  city  which 
spends  large  sums  every  year  on  parks,  gardens,  and  other  adorn- 
ments. These  arguments  were  convincing  proof  of  the  significant 
change  of  the  legislative  mind  toward  the  reform, —  a  change  largely 
the  result  of  the  missionary  work  of  Scapa.  The  fact  that  Edin- 
burgh has  received  this  power  from  Parliament  must  go  far 
toward  securing  the  same  right  to  all  local  authorities  without  the 
heavy  expense  involved  in  securing  the  passage  of  a  private  act ; 
that  is,  must  materially  help  the  chance  of  securing,  in  the  near 
future,  the  passage  of  a  general  act. 

It  need  hardly  be  added  that  what  is  so  close  to  consummation 
in  England  is  possible  here  in  America  through  a  like  agitation, 
though,  of  course,  we  must  look,  not  to  Congress,  but  to  the  legis- 
latures of  the  several  States.  If  but  one  legislature  were  to  set 
the  example,  others  would  quickly  follow ;  and  the  suppression  of 
the  "  modern  highwayman  "  might  be  accomplished  at  a  compara- 
tively early  future. 


